SECT. II.]     OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	Ill
dispensable to the character of the true Christian,
has been insisted on at the greater length, not only
on account of its own extreme importance, but also
because it appears to be a duty too generally over-
looked. Once well established, it will serve as a
fundamental principle both for the government of
the heart and regulation of the conduct, and will
prove eminently useful in the decision of many
practical cases, which it might be difficult to bring
under the undisputed operation of any subordinate
or appropriate rule.
sect. II.
and now, having endeavoured to establish the strict-
ness, and to ascertain the essential character of true
practical Christianity, let us investigate a little more
in detail the practical system of the bulk of professed
Christians among ourselves*.
It was formerly remarked, that the whole subject
of religion was often viewed from such a distance as
to be seen only in the gross.    We now, it General
is to be feared, shall find too much cause w*io» of
for believing, that they ^ who approach a^*^
little nearer,  and do  discover in Chris- amongst
tianity somewhat of a distinct form, yettll& b^k °f
come not close enough to discern her pe- ^^M
culiar lineaments and conformation.    The stated and
writer must not be understood to mean, illustrated.
that the several misconceptions, which he shall have
occasion to point out, will be generally found to exist
* * It will be remembered by the reader, that it is not the object of
this work to animadvert on the vices, defects, and erroneous opinions
of the times, except so far as they are received into the prevailing
religious system, or are tolerated by it, and are not thought sufficient
to prevent a man from being esteemed on the whole a very tolerable
Christian.

